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The maderator at tha Inauguratian ef the Palesfinian Agriculture Minlatry's new
offises in the northem Jordan Valiey paced uneasily behind the speakers back,
and twice trled 1o step him, Than Agricutture Minister [smail Du'ek gotup to
speak. Smiling. ke sald that he previous speaker, Fathl Khdlrat of the vallay's
Popular Struggle Committees, is *naughty, and we need naughty people.”

The dedication of the naw branch, lecated In an oid buliding that was ranovaled,
took place on February 22. This is only the ministry’s sacand office in the vallay,
In additen to the ora in Jerichn, The new branch and the ceremony constitute &
small part &f @ determined effort by the governmant of Prime Ministar Satam
Fayyad to expand #s Involverment in 60 percent of the West Bank areas, which its
predecessors completely nealectad.

Thie cevid B seon as 2 "naughty” - that Iz, subvarslve - decision, and 38 a
rejection of the [arasli dictate barring Palestinlan development in that 63 percant
tAraa C) until further notice.
“Fayyad has visited the
Jordan Valiey seven times,”
Khdirat sald this week. In
the past, Khdirat was
Invgivad in almost constant
confrontations with
Palestinian officials
batause of his claims that =
the Jordan Valley has been ~Tigfs $
naglacted to the paint that it P
almost ceems as if L
Pslestinian officials wers n |
eollaboration with the
Israelis, who iaid down the
restrictions,

Adugrtisament

Lille House Hotels

Where being small
is a big advantage

"No Falestinfan prime Ca

rminister aver visited it T — g
hefore,” he explained. "I hazrd Fayyad =say that for him there is no such thing as
[Argas] A, B or C. that they gre ail terrliories of the state that we ara building. |
haard him say he can't read the letter C."

The Agricutture Ministry should be tha main government entity concernad with
the B0 percent of fand in question. "All our farmiand I there,” Du'ek told Haaratz,
confirming Khdirat's cleims of neglect by previous govermnments.

"They ballevad they could regain it through negofiation, and that it would be easy,

Reslity proved otherwlse and lsrae! treats C like Isragll territory,” he sald. The
focus, naturally, is on the Jordan Valley both because it represents almost one-
third of the area of the West Bank, and 80 percant of It k& classifiad as Area G
and bagausa lsrasli spokesmen repeatedly state that {srael's eastemn border will

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1153983.html
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pass through It 14:33 Tiw U5, will no Jonger tum a blind eye to |sreeli

settiemenis
» Jerssalem I the gate 1o heaven, tha valley is tha gate o Palesting,” declared . .
ona poster at the dedication. “The valley is Palestine's border with sister Jordan,” ﬂf;,:‘f soes Gulf support in Weslarn push for lran
sald annther.
1328 H&M gpans |areal store arrid calls ta boycatt Eurcpean
aranches

Even before the Wast Bank wag divided intp Areas A, B and C, in aceordance
with the 1885 lsracli-Palestinian interim agraement, israe! used various means 1o

keap the Palestiniang from developing thetr lands in the valley. Large tracts were
dediared state owned even though up until the Six-Day War, they were known
and treated as the grazing lands of the villages on the ridge. Other areas were
declarad military training and fing zones, and shepherds and thelr Nocks wera
forced to leave.

“The area is replete with water souraes over which Israel sk contrl. Some of
tha Palestinian communlties were eventually conneacted to the national water
supply, but Israel resiricts the amounts they receive. Other comrnunities, which
tsrael does not recognize, have not bean connactad even when thay are just
three meters away from a wall or a pipe earying water 1o an adjgcent Jewish
sotiomant, And a connaction to the elactricity arid that serves all of the
setiements IS aut of the quastion,

Improving services

Tha Paleztinians clalm that the relatively small number of Palestinians in the
Jordan Valley is the result of laraeli restrictions, Around 58,000 Palestinlans live
there, about 70 percent of them in Jericho. In contrast, 9,400 lsraelis live in
setfiements that tha Megottations Affaire Department of tha Palestina Liberation
Organization says centrol 50 percent of the land In the valley. Acserding to
unoffizlal Palastinian estimates, on the ave of the 1967 war, the valley's
pepulation exceeded 200,000, Many of these pacple, aspeclally thosa in rafugea
camps, fled to Jordan and were prohibited from mturning.

1sraeli sources quote the Jordanian census of 1881, which put the valley's
populaticn at 73,662, {Tha discrepancy is attributed to the region's extenaive
davalopment between 1851 and 1967 as wall as tha fact that soma of the paopla
were counted as being i their villages of origin cather than In the valley where
they actually lived.} The lsraeli census after the war counted just 12,082
Palastinlans as resldants of the valley,

In the past 15 years the Glvil Administration demolished many homes on the
putskirts of Palestinian towns and vilages - including Tubas, Bel Furik, Beft
Dajan and Tamun - on the grounds that they were built llegally. In any avent,
buliding permits ara not Issued to Palestinians, With a population of 5,000 Jiftilk
is the largest Palestinian commurity in Area C, but in the past several years
around 180 families have lsft it for areas A and B bacause of the bans on
eonstruction,

Tha Agricultura Ministry’s new strategy 1a aimed primarily at supporting farming
famlles, the poorest of alt Palesunlans, throughout Area C, Including the Jordan
Vallay, in various ways. The geals include building schools and clinics, aiing in
the construction of mud-brick hames, providing loans for various business
initiatives and helping the farmers to improve the quality of ihelr produce as well
as helptng themn to markat It.

Fayyad's government has alsn undertaken to “rake Palestine green.” Adtording
to Du'ek, about 1.6 milion dunams (400,000 acres) of land, much of it in tha
valley, have become infertiie for various reasons, About one million dunarns of
this area coutd be reclaimed for pastura, expanding available grazing areas and
auxiliary food industries, and ¢reating jobs, Fruit trees could be planted on an
additienal 600,000 dunams of land in areas with higher rainfall

Road construclion is anpther way to invigorats the vatley's Falestinian
population. On a recent Saturday, Du'ek [poked on as one kilometer of
dilapidated road in Jiftlik was restored. The initiative came from the Popular
Siruggle Committees, founded saveral years ago by area resldants fad up with
official negiect and Israeli prohibitions. The ides is to creats facis on the ground -
to bulld, rencvata and axpand evan withaut the unattainable parmits. s 2
widespread, unorganized, grassroots tactic,

"We siopped being afraid,” explained one man from Jiftlik who presented a stack
of Sivil Admintstration stop-work and demalition orders Issued sevaral months
ago for several plastic- or tin-roofed shacks built as a Iast resort. These poputar
struggle groups operate along simllar lines, but erect bulidings that serve the
entire community, such as schools and clinics, and hair work is of a higher
quallty.

Bulld schools, not mosgues

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1153983.html
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~This Is our popular struggle,” Khdirat deciarad at last week's dedication
ceremony. No disagreemant there, but the moderator - a minksiry officlal and a
friend of Khdirat's - feared that the remarks would cause a stir. "The prophet
Mohammad first nstructed the paople to read, net 1o pray,” Khdirat continued.
His message was gear; Glva money to bulld schools, not mosques.

These remarks ware not contested, but one comment elicked some protest from
the sutience: Khdirat criticized the donar statas and International devalopmant
organizations for directing most of their cantributions ta projects in Aréas A and B
rather than C. He chargaed that In this way they are collaborating with israali
policies aimed at "imprisoning us in pens and enclaves.” A few people,
baraficlatias of those organizations, voiced their protest.

Du'ek is inciined to agree with Khdlrat's edalm that mast danor states ara raluctant
1o fund projects in Area €, deterred by the profracted process of abtaining Clvil
Adrinlstration permits. Sometimas the deadling for a project’s completion
axpires before the administration issues its decision, whether gpproval or
rejection.

Ha claimed that intemational arganizations involved in agricultural projects have
been infarmad that cooparation with them wotild cease if they continued to avoid
participating In projects in Area C. He said the practice of avoiding such initiatives
has bean broken, it I clear to him, howevar, that in any casa, now that the
Palestinian Authority has publicly taken an the development of Area C, LIS
regponsible for implamentation as wall as most of the funding.

Tne distinct shift in the Palestinian government's position regarding s roie Inthe
area "whese letter thay can't read” highlights an interesting frend: The Palestinian
leadership, headed by a former International Monetary Fund offictal, Is actually
adapting grassrootz tactics, both spontansous and Grganized.
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